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Pamlico County & North Carolina’s Competitive Business Advantages

Pamlico County

Engaged Local Government: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk113352043]Transparent access to departments and elected officials 
· Business friendly
· Open to growth
· Local Incentive Policy

Educational connections: Pamlico Community College, East Carolina University, NC State University, Duke University, UNC Chapel Hill, and other systems:
· Responsive to business, employee training and certification, and community educational needs 
· Proximity to Pamlico Community College plus access to the 3rd largest higher education system in the United States with online and seated programs from 16 public universities, 36 private colleges/universities, and a 58-campus community college system contributing to our workforce diversity and expertise
· [bookmark: _Hlk112688926]2+2 programs allow high school students to earn 2 years of free college and certifications credits while in high school

Active Offices of:
· Planning & Economic Development
· Small Business Center
· Workforce Development and Career Center
· Small Business Trade and Development Center 
· Chamber of Commerce 
· Entities collaborate to provide comprehensive assistance to businesses, nonprofits, and communities

Eastern Carolina Workforce Development Board and Regional Workforce:
One of the first counties (8th) in the State to receive nationally recognized NC Works Certified Work Ready Community Designation
· NCWorks, the state’s comprehensive workforce development platform, offers customizable training for new and existing businesses in the state 
· Eastern Carolina Workforce Development employer and employment Services include vetting, bonding, grants…
· Apprenticeships combine on-the-job learning with related classroom instruction
· Courses to upgrade employees’ job-related skills or provide a recognized industry or national credential (licensure, certification, renewal, registry listing)
· Multicounty/regional workforce

Excellent Health Care Access: 
· CCHC Pamlico Medical Care
· Pamlico Community Health Care
· Pamlico County Health Department
· HOPE Clinic
· Within 15-20 minutes of Carolina East Health Care Systems Hospital winner of several national awards
· Newsweek 2022 World’s Best Hospitals
· US News and World Report’s Best Regional Hospitals of the Coastal Plain- recognized in 8 categories
· Women’s Choice Best 100 Hospitals
· 2021 National Distinction of Honor from the American Academy of Cardiology- Heartcare Center
· Blue Cross Blue Shield of North Carolina Designated Blue Distinction Center + Maternity Care
· 2021 Platinum Achievement Award Chest Pain Registry NCDR
· Within 50 minutes of East Carolina Health Systems
· Within 2 hours of Duke University Medical Center
and UNC Chapel Hill 
Marine Corps Air Station Cherry Point and Other Military Bases:
· Large source of highly trained/skilled retirees and exiting military to fill labor pool
· MCAS is expanding to accommodate the F35 fleet being relocated to the base. This is bringing new contractors to the area
· Nearby Seymore Johnson Air Force Base and Camp Lejeune add to local veteran workforce
· Creates built-in clientele for regional businesses

Variety of Quality Education Systems:
· Public: Pamlico Primary, Pamlico Middle, Pamlico High
· Public Charter: Arapahoe Charter School  
· Private: Pamlico Christian Academy
· Pamlico Community College - 2 + 2 programs with 4-year universities
· Homeschool Groups
· Preschools- public and private
· Additional community college programs at surrounding community colleges
· 2 + 2 programs allow students to earn free college credits through the community college system while in high school
· North Carolina has the highest number of National Board-Certified teachers in the nation
· Nationally ranked among the top four states for pre-kindergarten quality standards by the National Institute for Early Education Research
· Strong Skills USA and STEM programs

Transportation:

Easy connection to Interstates 42, 795, 264, 95, 40, 540, 85, 77, 74 
· 5-lane Highway 55 connects to Interstate 42 
· Highways North-South 17, North-South 33, North-South 306, North 304
· US 17 to US 264 to US 64 provide alternative routes north 
· Pamlico County is one of the most centrally located counties along the East Coast of the United States and in North Carolina 
· North Carolina has the 2nd largest number of roads and the largest amount of rail in the United States. Our rail connects directly to 22 states. 
· We are located within 40 minutes of the Global Transpark



Towns Located Along the Intracoastal Waterway:
· Hobucken
· Lowland
· Mesic
· Vandemere
· River Dunes
· Oriental
· Minnesott Beach
· Arlington Place
· Janerio
· Kennels Beach

Port Development Potential:
· Barge terminal
· Passenger ferries
· Repair facilities
· Training centers
· Buying and Trade Co-op

Delamar Conference Center:
· Seats 650
· Use of college facilities and parking for corporate training events
· Business Expo and Job Fair site
· Reduced fee for Nonprofit fundraising events

Land Availability and Pricing:
· Affordability
· Large or small tracts for commercial or residential development

266 Miles of Water Access and Related Amenities:
· Stable deep-water access for port development or pleasure
· Bay River, Neuse River and 62 other named water bodies
· Intracoastal Waterway wraps around over 1/3 of the County
· Pamlico Sound
· Inner Banks and beach accessibility
· 14 marinas
· 4 boat yards
· 50+ marine contractors
· Coastal communities and homes

Quality of Life:
· Relaxed atmosphere
· Beauty
· Friendly
· Fun
· Events
· Medical facilities
· Family friendly
· Outdoor recreation
· Music, arts, and other events
· Continuing Education classes allow the pursuit of interests


Air travel:
· New Bern’s Coastal Carolina Regional Airport is within 15-30 minutes
· Within 1 hour or less to 3 additional regional airports
· 2.25 hours to Raleigh Durham International Airport by car or 45 minutes by plane from New Bern to Charlotte Douglas International Airport
· Direct flights from New Bern to Florida and Connecticut 

Proximity to:
· Greenville 
· New Bern
· Raleigh
· Greensboro
· Chapel Hill
· Durham
· MCAS Cherry Point and other regional military bases
· We are within a 450-mile radius of 75% of the United States’ population

Centrally Located on the East Coast in Foreign Trade Zone (FTZ 214) Enabling Tariff and Tax Benefits to Access Markets in:
· United States
· Caribbean
· Europe 
· South America
· Africa

Pamlico County Business Park/PUD Development Opportunities:
· Industrial
· Retail
· Business 
· Tech sector
· Workforce housing- various types
· Hotel
· Education and training center
· Daycare
· Greenway

Business Friendly - Better for Business by Design:
· Local and State partners are committed to making it straightforward to do business in Pamlico County and work together to provide more seamless assistance
· Pamlico County and North Carolina foster a pro-business environment, fueled by the lowest corporate income tax in the U.S. along with a favorable legal and regulatory climate, low business costs, state incentives, and qualified talent 

State and Regional Connections:
· Universities and Community Colleges
· Economic Development Partnership of North Carolina
· NC Department of Commerce
· Eastern Carolina Workforce Development Board
· NC Works
· Eastern Carolina Council of Governments
· NC Rural Center 
· NC State Emerging Issues
· East Carolina University’s Business School’s Miller School of Entrepreneurship 
· ECU Small Business Trade and Development Center
· Pamlico Small Business Center
· Craven Area Regional Transportation
· Down East Regional Planning Organization
· TCC/TAC- transportation committees
· Nonprofits
· Business and industry partners
· NC Division of Natural Resources (DEQ)
· NC Emergency Management
· NC Legislature
· Town officials
· Zoning boards
· International Economic Development Council
· Economic Development Authority
· Healthcare
· Others…

State of North Carolina
Year-after-year, North Carolina garners accolades for its business, community, and family climate as well as its central east coast location.
Overall
· #1 Best State for Business, Forbes, 2018 (NC has been in the top five for 12 consecutive years)
· #1 Top Competitive State for Business, Site Selection, 2018
· #3 Best State for Business, Chief Executive Magazine, 2018
· #3 Best State for Business, CNBC, 2019
· Wallet Hub Best Bang for the Buck

Lowest State Corporate Income Tax Rate in the U.S. at 2.5%:
· Source NC Commerce https://www.nccommerce.com/business/key-industries-north-carolina/furniture 
· NC is ranked No. 1 for lowest state and local tax burden in the United States by Ernst & Young and the Council on State Taxation
· 2.5% Corporate Income Tax Rate, Lowest in the U.S., Tax Foundation, 2017; note the organization published this accolade when the rate was at 3.0%
· #1 Lowest State and Local Business Tax Burden, Ernst & Young, 2016
· #5 Lowest Effective Tax Rate for Mature Corporate HQs, Tax Foundation and KPMG, 2015

Reliable, Low-cost Electricity:
· NC’s average industrial electricity rate averages 8% lower than the national average

Education:
· 125 public and private colleges and universities across the state
· NC’s 58-campus community college system offers a variety of training and classes within 25 miles of every resident in the state

Business costs:
· #2 Lowest Business Costs, Forbes, 2016
· #5 Competitive Utility Rates, Area Development’s Top States for Doing Business, 2015
· 15% Lower Construction Costs in NC Metros vs. U.S. Average, RS Means Construction Cost Index, 2016

Legal & Regulatory:
· #7 Legal Climate Ranking, U.S. Chamber Institute for Legal Reform, 2015
· #5 Overall Treatment of Tort and Contract Litigation, U.S. Chamber Institute for Legal Reform, 2015
· #7 Best Regulatory Environment, Forbes, 2016

NC Works Customized Training Program:
· Provides training and recruiting for North Carolina businesses
· Offers many established training programs 
· Can customize training programs, tailored to address specific needs
Our Military Workforce
· North Carolina has the fourth-largest active-duty military population in the U.S.
· More than 82 percent of those exiting the military in the next three years will be 30 or younger
· These individuals have experience in engineering, IT, healthcare, communications, research, and other in-demand fields
Cost of Living:
· North Carolina enjoys a cost of living that is generally lower than the national average, coupled with a high personal satisfaction level
· Housing, utilities, groceries, and transportation costs are below the national average
Top-notch Statewide Health Care:
· North Carolina is home to some of the top medical facilities in the U.S.— with health care costs that are below the national average
· Four leading medical schools in the state, including:
· Duke University School of Medicine
· Brody School of Medicine at East Carolina University
· The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill School of Medicine
· Wake Forest University School of Medicine
· More than 100 community hospitals, in addition to the state’s largest hospitals: Carolinas Medical Center and Duke University Medical Center
Extensive Education System:
· [bookmark: _Hlk112688846]North Carolina has the highest number of National Board-Certified teachers in the nation
· The state has 16 public universities, 36 private colleges and universities and a 58-campus community college system - the third largest in the U.S.
· Nationally ranked among the top four states for pre-kindergarten quality standards by the National Institute for Early Education Research
Access to Anywhere:
Looking for easy access to domestic and global markets? North Carolina’s extensive highway system, four international airports and two seaports make it obvious why we are consistently ranked as one of the top U.S. states for doing business. 
· By air
· Charlotte touts the fifth-busiest airline hub in the U.S.
· Virtually any major global city is just one plane-change away from 16 regional NC airports
· Four international airports:
· Charlotte-Douglas International Airport (CLT)
· Raleigh-Durham International Airport (RDU)
· Wilmington International Airport (ILM)
· Piedmont Triad International Airport (GSO)
· Plus 11 regional and 100+ general aviation facilities 

· By sea
· Two deep-water seaports along Atlantic shipping lines:
· Port of Morehead City
· Container and general cargo
· 42-foot channel and berth depth
· Direct access to I-40, I-74, I-95, US 17 and US 74
· Served by CSX
· Port of Wilmington

· General cargo and bulk handling facility
· 45-foot channel, 
· 38- to 42-foot depth
· Access to I-95 and I-40 via US 70 and US 17
· Served by Norfolk Southern
· Two inland terminals (in Charlotte and Greensboro) at the center of the Southeast’s manufacturing and distribution 
· Over 300 miles of Intracoastal Waterway Access for barges and ferry operations

· By road
· With 90,000+ miles of road we have second-largest state-owned highway system in the U.S.
· Excellent access to most of the critical transportation corridors in the nation
· Major controlled-access arteries include:
· East-west 5 lane Highway 55: connects to east-west I-42/US Highway 70 connecting to I-95/795 and I-40. 
· US Highway 17: Runs north-to-south
· I-95: north-to-south from New England to Florida
· I-85: runs through the manufacturing heart of the Southeast
· I-40: coast-to-coast from NC to California. I-40 intersects other major Interstates across the country

· By rail
· 3,200+ miles of track mean that we have the largest consolidated rail system in the U.S.
· Rail connections from inland to the coast, enable import/export services to a larger national and global market
· Service to 22 states via more than 20 carriers including CSX, Norfolk Southern, affiliated railroads, and independently owned carriers
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